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In the Animals: Believe it or
Not! article from
November, the Tuguana is
fake and the Mantis Shrimp
is real! Check out our next
head-scratcher in this
issue!

By: Emery McEvoy

Over decades and decades of holiday celebration, many stories around the Christmas
holiday have arisen and spread around the world. I’ve researched the origins of some
of these, and I’ll share them in this article.

Frosty the Snowman was nothing but a 1950 song by Gene Autry until
Rankin/Bass Productions capitalized on its popularity by creating a 1969 cartoon
special. Rankin/Bass created many of the Christmas classics present today, like
Frosty, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, and Jack Frost. Unfortunately, Rankin/Bass
has a very “hit or miss” style of moviemaking, which resulted in many bad one-off
movies from the studio. A few of these low-budget, terrible movies were the Frosty
the Snowman sequels, infamous for their predictable, weak plots and low-brow
comedy, if any.
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Holiday Character Origins

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer was created by Robert May for a 1939 Montgomery Ward Christmas picture
book. Montgomery Ward, a large retail company, hired him to write an in-house story for children. The book sold
extremely well, and in 1949, Johnny Marks released the soon-to-be-famous song about the character. More than a
decade later, Rankin/Bass created the classic Christmas special for a televised 1964 release. Gene Autry also
released his own recording of the song, which sold more than 2 million copies.

Santa Claus originates all the way back in the 3rd century Europe, where a (decidedly real!) man called Saint
Nicholas rose to fame for his goodwill and caring nature. He remained a positive figure in European culture for over
a millenia, and when the Dutch brought their Sint Nikolaas (Saint Nicholas in Dutch) to the Americas in the 1800s,
the tale transformed into the jolly, red-coated man we know today.
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Animals
Believe it or Not!

The Fossa is a carnivorous cat like mammal belonging
to the Eupleridae family closely related to the
mongoose family. These animals are found in the
forests of Madagascar, an African island in the Indian
Ocean. The fossa is the largest carnivore and top
predator in the Madagascar forests. Known to feed on
lemurs, the fossa will mostly feed on whatever it can
get it’s claws on like wild pigs, and mice. Though it is
like a mongoose it has a few features more related to a
feline like retractable claws, and cat-like teeth. The
color of its coat is a reddish-brown with a muzzle that
is like that of a dog. Its long tail is another feature that
helps it maneuver through the tree branches while it is
hunting. It can wield its tail like a tightrope walker’s pole
and runs very swiftly through the trees. The animal is
very elusive and stays solitaire for majority of the time
spending its time on the ground and in trees. During
the months of September to November the breeding
season has begun. The fossa will find a breeding tree
which is usually tall and near a stable water source.
While this animal is fascinating it is endangered
because  its habitat is being lost as sadly only less than
10 percent of the Madagascar forest cover remains
which is the fossa’s only home.

The Emperor Panda is the largest species of
penguin being native to Antarctica. The bulk of their

diet is fish and krill while also eating squid and
crustaceans. Their weight averages around 30kg -

66lbs and their height averages around 115cm -
3.8ft. Their population is stable with around 595,000

in the wild. These animals are very good at
swimming, reaching speeds of 7.6 MPH. They have
some predators in sharks, orcas and leopard seals.

giant petrels and skuas are birds that can harm their
young and eggs. Emperor pandas live for around
15-20 years in the wild. Emperor pandas are very

social animals as they live and feed together. They
remain with one mate during the mating season and

rarely pair with the same mate.  The female
emperor panda will lay one egg then leave. The

males will balance the egg on their feet and cover it
with a brood pouch which is a very warm layer of

feathered skin. The males must eat lots of food
during the summer to build up fat then must fast

when the egg is laid and must only rely on their
body fat while they wait 75 days for the egg to

hatch. When the egg hatches the father would have
fasted for 4 months. These animals are very

amazing creatures enduring a lot of things like the
cold, and not eating for 4 months at times!

You Decide.

Which is real?
Which is fake?

By: Braylon Rangel



A Date Which Will Live in Infamy...
By: Simon Applegate

The day was December 7th, 1941. Japan had just attacked Pearl Harbor and America was in
shock. The empire of Japan bombed the American naval base at Oahu, Hawaii. The airfield
was completely destroyed, and there was chaos everywhere. In battleship row, the chaos
was unimaginable. Sunken ships littered the harbor, Japanese dive bombers roaring in the
sky, dropping their bombs on the helpless ships in battleship row. Sailors in the water were
covered in oil. Rafts went out to pick up the sailors one by one, but it was not enough. The
USS Nevada tried to make a run for it but was forced to beach itself so it would not sink.
One Japanese submarine was captured while trying to enter the harbor.

The attack started at 7:55 AM, The Japanese took off from the aircraft carriers Akagi, Kaga,
Zuikaku, Sōryū, Hiryū, and the Shōkaku. The code message that the Japanese used was
“Tora! Tora! Tora!” Which means “Lightning attack” in Japanese. The Japanese dive
bombers were after the American aircraft carriers, but Pearl Harbor didn’t harbor the
aircraft carriers. It harbored Battleships and had an airfield. The Japanese attacked the
airfield first, destroying around 300 airplanes. Then the Japanese moved on to attack the
Battleships, sinking four and damaging eight, 7 battleships were raised except for the USS
Oklahoma, USS Utah, USS Arizona. The Arizona being the most famous of the 3 because

 the magazine storage exploded and killed 1,177 sailors and marines out of 1,512. This tragic loss of life is the reason why the USS
Arizona was not raised with the other ships, for a ship to be raised, it means to bring it up out of the water so it could be repaired and
used again so they don’t have to build another ship. Out of eight battleships at Pearl Harbor, 4 were permanently sunk, 4 were sunk and
then raised or damaged.
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The USS Oklahoma after the
attack at Pearl Harbor

Pearl Harbor is called a surprise attack, and this is because Japan made a mistake. They did not send the declaration of war in time, so it
did not reach the American Government in time. The reason why Japan attacked Pearl Harbor is so they could cripple the American pacific
fleet, so they could take over all the islands in the pacific ocean. The fight was hard, Americans had to hop from island to island. Losing
friends, and some losing family. The same could be said for the Japanese, who lost more than the Americans ever did. The outcome of the
war would change the world as we knew it, in Europe, Germany was split into two countries. The east and the west. The East were
communists, and the west were democracies.

Citizens of West Germany and East
Germany would protest the Berlin Wall

after it was built.
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In Japan, their society was changed forever. They were hit by two atomic bombs, at Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. They are forbidden to have an offensive army, and they cannot solve
international disputes with war. For the allies, they became enemies, America and the Soviet
Union went into a cold war, the end of the world is at the will of these two superpowers
multiple times. Germany would be divided from 1945 to October 3rd, 1990, with the Berlin
Wall, although the war was over, a ton of Japanese Garrisons refused to believe that the
surrender was true, with the last one not surrendering until 1974. This man’s name was
Hiroo Onada. He was a second lieutenant who held out in the Philippines with 3 other
soldiers. One by one the soldiers were killed, and he was the last one. Norio Suzuki was the
man who convinced Hiroo to come down from the mountains. World war two changed the
world as we knew it, and it paved the way for more wars and problems to come for the world,
to the rise of Communism, to the war on terror, and all of those that come in between, all can
be traced back to world war two.

President Ferdinand Marcos of the
Philippines accepting Hiroo Onada’s

Katana, a form of surrender.
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SLANG  WORDS

W A T E R
M A K E S

D I F F E R E N T
P O U R I N G

S O U N D S
D E P E N D I N G

O N  I T S
T E M P E R A T U R E

D I D  

Y O U

K N O W

T H E  C O F F E E
M A S T E R S  A T

S T A R B U C K S  W E A R  B L A C K
A P R O N S ,  M E A N I N G  T H E Y

H A V E  S U C C E S S F U L L Y
F I N I S H E D  S T A R B U C K S '

C O F F E E  M A S T E R  P R O G R A M .
S O ,  I F  Y O U  H A V E  A
Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T

S O M E T H I N G  S P E C I F I C ,  L O O K
F O R  A  B A R I S T A

I N  A B L A C K  A P R O N .

K Y L I E  J E N N E R  I S
T H E  Y O U N G E S T

B I L L I O N A I R E  I N  T H E
W O R L D .  A N D  T H E
Y O U N G E S T  S E L F -

M A D E  B I L L I O N A I R E
E V E R .

M O R E  P E O P L E  A R E
A L L E R G I C  T O
C O W ' S  M I L K

T H A N  A N Y T H I N G
E L S E .

" E "  I S  T H E  M O S T
C O M M O N  L E T T E R
A N D  A P P E A R S  I N

1 1 %  O F  A L L
E N G L I S H  W O R D S .

T H E  U N I C O R N  I S
T H E  N A T I O N A L

A N I M A L  O F
S C O T L A N D .

A S T R O N A U T S  H A V E
D E S C R I B E D  S P A C E
A S  S M E L L I N G  L I K E
" H O T  M E T A L "  O R
" S E A R E D  S T E A K . "

I N  2 0 1 8 ,
A M A Z O N  P U L L E D  I N

$ 2 3 0  B I L L I O N  I N
R E V E N U E  A N D  A

R E C O R D  $ 1 0
B I L L I O N  I N  N E T
P R O F I T ,  U P  $ 3

B I L L I O N
F R O M  2 0 1 7 .

WHAT DO THEY REALLY MEAN?

This has nothing to do with the ingredient!
The actual definition of the word can be

used to describe something witty, coarse,
and humorous. People are actually using this

work in relation to bitter behavior. If
someone is acting salty towards you, they

are likely upset.

SALTY

If you're tired of putting up
with someone, tell them,

"Bye, Felicia!"

BYE,
FELICIA

ON
FLEEK

This can be used as a
replacement for "on point,"

meaning something has
been immaculately

executed.

TBH

This i
s a

n acronym

for "t
o be honest".

Teenagers u
sin

g

social m
edia helped

make th
is p

opular.

Slay is to do something exceptionally well.

SLAY

"Did you see that scene in that incredible

Netflix comedy? I'm dead."

 

As slang, "dead" means that something is so

funny or ridiculously good that it "slays" you.

DEAD

You can "throw shade" or "be shady" meaning you
are subtly or indirectly disrespecting someone.

 
 

SHADE

This describes your specialsomeone. It's synonymous with"sweetheart".

BAE

If a person's hair,
makeup, or outfit
looks particularly

fab, they're
snatched.

SNATCHED

Acronym for greatest

of all time.

G.O.A
.T.

EXTRA

Something must be
considered

"over the top"
to be extra!

Synonymous with "good". It can help
reflect a feeling ("I'm Gucci!") or can

be used as an adjective for
something you love
("That's so Gucci!").

GUCCI

"Really Good!"

LIT

Generally used to describe someone as
obnoxious, though it's also interchangeable

with "cool" in a different context.

RATCHET



How the
Christmas
Tree Started
By: Blake Daugherty

According to the website “History “ plants and trees that remain green
all year had a special meaning for the people in the winter. Ancient
people hung evergreen boughs over their doors and windows. In many
countries it was believed that evergreen would keep witches, ghosts,
evil spirits, and illness away. Many ancient people thought the sun was
a god and that winter came every year because the sun god had
become sick and weak. They celebrated the solstice because it meant
at last the sun god would begin to get well.
 

Y O U  C A N
S N E E Z E
F A S T E R
T H A N  A

C H E E T A H
C A N  R U N .

D I D  

Y O U

K N O W

P R I N G L E S
A R E N ' T  A C T U A L L Y

P O T A T O  C H I P S .  " C H I P "
I S N ' T  A N Y W H E R E  O N

T H E  P A C K A G I N G .  T H E Y
A R E  M A D E  O F  P R E S S E D ,

D E H Y D R A T E D  P O T A T O
F L A K E S .

T H E  F I R S T  M O B I L E
D E V I C E  T O  B E

C A L L E D  A N
" I P H O N E "  W A S

M A D E  B Y  C I S C O ,
N O T  A P P L E .

T H E  C A S T  O F
F R I E N D S  S T I L L

E A R N S  A R O U N D
$ 2 0  M I L L I O N
E A C H  Y E A R .

S H A R K S  C A N
L I V E  F O R  5
C E N T U R I E S .

S W E A T  I S N ' T
A C T U A L L Y  S T I N K Y .
I T ' S  T H E  B A C T E R I A

O N  Y O U R  S K I N  T H A T
B R E A K S  T H E  S W E A T
D O W N  T H A T  C A U S E S

T H E  O D O R .

A P P L E  P I E
I S N ' T  A C T U A L L Y

A M E R I C A N .
A P P L E S

O R I G I N A L L Y
C A M E  F R O M  A S I A .

E V E R Y  T I M E
Y O U  S H U F F L E  A

D E C K  O F  C A R D S ,
Y O U  G E T  A

C O M B I N A T I O N
T H A T ' S  N E V E R

E X I S T E D .

D E S P I T E  O N L Y
M A K I N G  O N E  T H R E E -
P O I N T  S H O T  I N  H I S

E N T I R E  C A R E E R ,
S H A Q U I L L E  O ' N E A L

W E N T  D O W N  I N  N B A
H I S T O R Y  A S  O N E  O F

T H E  G R E A T E S T  O F
A L L  T I M E .

T H E  M A N
W H O  F O U N D E D

T H E  G A M I N G
C O M P A N Y  A T A R I ,

A L S O  S T A R T E D
C H U C K  E .  C H E E S E .

S T A R  W A R S  W A S
E X P E C T E D  T O  B E  A  H U G E
F L O P .  W I T H  A  B U D G E T  O F

O N L Y  $ 8  M I L L I O N ,  G E O R G E
L U C A S  A C C E P T E D  A  L O W E R
S A L A R Y  T O  S T A Y  W I T H I N
B U D G E T .  T H E  M O V I E  W E N T
O N  T O  M A K E  $ 7 7 5  M I L L I O N

A N D  D I S N E Y  P I C K E D  U P  T H E
F R A N C H I S E  F O R

$ 4  B I L L I O N .

K O A L A S  H A V E
F I N G E R P R I N T S  T H A T
A R E  V E R Y  S I M I L A R

T O  H U M A N
F I N G E R P R I N T S .

According to the website, “National Christmas Tree Association”  “In 1510 is when the first written record of a decorated
Christmas tree was written . In the 1800s is when the Christmas tree was introduced to the United States by German
settlers.the first Christmas tree farm started in 1901.
 
How ornaments got involved with the Christmas tree 
 
According to the website, “Christmas Trip” “The first ornaments were nothing like what we know today. In the 16th century
they use to decorate their tree with candles, apples, nuts, and berries as “paradise trees” in church plays. Over time they
started adding these decorative trees into their homes during the holiday season. The tradition, which became a
christmas ritual, began to spread across Europe.”



CHRISTMASWord Search
By: Lincoln Patrick

SNOWMAN
MISTLETOE
ORNAMENT

FROST
GRINCH

CHRISTMAS
SANTA

REINDEER
PRESENTS

LIGHTS
JOLLY

STOCKING
MILK

RIBBON
NUTCRACKER

CAROLING
TREE

COOKIES
JOY

FRUITCAKE

Poem By: Anonymous WMS Student

It’s 2:00 am and you are still awake,
Constantly having to crawl out of bed to change the channels on
the radio because
No music, no show, no window cracked open to hear the crickets
Seems to drown out the sound of rustling papers of homework
due the next day.
“It’s just homework, it’s no big deal,” you think to yourself,
Trying to take your mind off the fact that it isn’t finished,
But it seems far from homework- more like a horrible monster
Made up of paper and pencils threatening to eat you whole.
But that won’t happen. You get up and do the homework quickly
But you can still feel the stress of it being incomplete.
You turn on the TV, nothing but static,
But the static is just enough to let you know that
Stress is nothing but an invader of your mind
That makes you overthink and doubt yourself.
Stress is just a roadblock on the road that leads to success.
Remember, it’s just homework.

StaTIc



Sharp
en

THE
Family

Name That Carol: This is a game where one person will play
a certain amount of seconds worth of a song, and the players
will have to guess the title of the song. First person to 10
points wins (you can go to whatever amount of points you
want).
 
Christmas Exchange Game: For this game you’ll need
multiple little gifts or gift cards, and you read a short story.
Every time you say “right” each player passes the gift to the
right, and every time you say “left” each player passes it to
the left. Another way is to get a dice and each side
represents a certain action.
 
20 Questions: The first player will pick a Christmas themed
object. Every other player will ask yes or no questions. If no
players guess right after 20 questions, the first player wins
and chooses the object for the second round, and if another
player gets it right before 20 questions they go up and get to
pick an object.
 
Christmas Carol Pictionary: Write multiple Christmas
carols on a separate pieces of paper. One player will have to
draw one of the pieces and they have to use that carol. They
will have to act out the title or the lyrics of the song. First
team to a certain amount of points wins.
 
Ornament Guess: In this game each guest, including your
family, will have to guess the amount of ornaments on your
Christmas tree, whichever player has the closest guess gets a
prize in the end.
 
 

Sharpen The Saw

By: Lexi Coleman

Why should you put this habit in your family? It is because it can
help you in the long run. I am going to help you put this habit in
your family,  and here are some ways to do that.‘’first, you can talk to
your to a parent or guardian about putting this in your family So the
first thing you can do is make a goal in your family.  Here is what 
 habit two means- a clear vision of your desired direction and
destination, and then continue by flexing your proactive muscles to
make things happen.  That is what begin with the end in mind
means, and one of the best ways to incorporate habit two into your
life is to develop a personal mission statement in your family.
 
You can also do this if you make it  to your goal you can ask if you
can go on a trip but you have to ask your mom or dad if you can go
on a trip if you get to your goal. They may say no or yes but if they
say no then you can just get something like ice cream. But if you do
get to your goal, then you can maybe go on a trip but it is okay if you
don’t because you don’t have to do anything, and if you don’t get to
do anything then asks if you can get a movie from the red box, that

By: Landon Wilson
Fun Christmas Games To Play!

Christmas Scavenger Hunt: This is an indoor and outdoor game,
where one or a few people hide some items around the house or the
yard. They can hide ornaments, candy canes, etc. And the goal is to
find as many as you can.
 
Christmas Family Feud: Just like the real Family Feud, everyone will
get into teams and answer the question asked by the host. Each
answer will be worth a certain amount of points on the board. First
teams to 300 points wins.
 
Christmas Let’s Make a Deal: This game is played just like the real
TV show Let’s Make a Deal. There will be a certain amount of gifts in
boxes on a table and the person playing will pick one to keep for the
end. They keep eliminating the gifts until they have one left on the
table. They will pick which one they want to open.
 
Pin the Nose on the Rudolph: Print out a big picture of Rudolph
and a little red dot as his nose, with some tape or a thumbtack on it.
Each time have someone put on a blindfold and try placing the nose
where it should go on the picture.
 
Santa Limbo: Have player put a pillow under their shirt to look like a
Santa belly. Set the limbo stick at a good starting height and have
each player go under until everyone has tried. Every round keep on
lowering the stick until one person has won the game.
 
Movie Quote Game: Put everyone into teams. One person will
quote a line from a famous Christmas movie and have all the players
trying to guess where the movie is from. First team to 10 points wins
the game.
 
Christmas Movie Trivia: Print out or make up some questions
about your favorite Christmas films and test your knowledge to see
how well you know them.

Habit 2
Begin with the End in Mind

 you have not seen are you want to see, and if that doesn't work then you
should  just be happy that you made your goal. Because you really don’t
need anything to be happy. So if you have a problem,  just think with the End
mind. Some People may think it is hard to get to your goal, but it is not hard
to get to it really you just have to try your best on it.  So just keep trying to
put this habit in your life are in your family it doesn't matter what one you do.
if you want you can do both but that is up to you on what one you do. So if
you do put this in your  life than to make a goal sheet of how much progress
you have made.
 
If you don’t make a lot that is okay just keep trying on it, and if you do make it
then be happy with yourself but it is okay you don’t make it. Like I said you
will just have to try more. But you will get there I promise, So just keep going
and try to put the 7 habits in your life or family  you can even do both if you
what to.



History of the

Candy Cane
By: Sawyer Piper

This article will tell you the history and some fun facts about the strange holiday
sweet we know and love. I’ll be talking about the sweet fittingly named the candy

cane.
 

The History:
Legend has it that, around the year 1670 a choirmaster master in Germany

created a sugar stick, Which was white in color. For the children who came to the
ceremonies.

Fun Facts:
The candy cane only has two stripes. One red and one white, they twist the two pieces together.  The original candy cane had a shape

different than the modern day design. It was straight, all white, and hard. The first time they added stripes was in the 1900’s, that is 118 years
ago! The biggest candy cane was 51 feet long! National candy cane day is celebrated on December 26 in the United States.  Over 1.76 billion

candy canes are made each year.
 

The Myths:
Though the story is very clear, there are still myths about this lovely treat. Like the Myth of; In the early 20th century, a confectioner in Indiana

created the candy cane as a symbol of the Christian faith. He incorporated red stripes to symbolize the blood and suffering of Christ. He
added a hook to the cane in order to form the letter “J” for Jesus, or, viewed another way, to symbolize the staff carried by the Wise Men on

the night of the nativity.. But in fact it was a choirmaster who created the peppermint cane-shaped candy. Plus history shows that the stripes
weren’t added until later. You believe what you like about the story.

 
Weird flavors of the Candy Cane:

There are many weird and disgusting flavors of candy canes, while doing my research I was even shocked myself.
Sriracha, in case you didn’t know that’s a hot sauce flavored candy cane!

Gravy, I do not want that with my turkey.
Pickles, I mean I love pickles but not that much.

Bacon, Dad’s, this is a Christmas gift for you!
Mac and Cheese, Alright. So who’s idea was this?

Clam Flavor, I absolutely hate this idea.
Rotisserie Chicken, I think they should sell these at Costco.

 
As you can see the Candy cane has gotten very popular over time, It’s even a symbol of Christmas! We use them for anything such as Party

favors, Decoration, Christmas tree ornaments, Gifts etc. I was surprised by the number of ways candy canes pop up during the holiday
season! It’s amazing how such a

small piece of candy made history!

Christmas Break Begins:
December, 20
@ 11:30am!

Christmas Break Ends:
January, 5

@ midnight!

See you bright and early on
Monday, January 6

@ 7:15am!



We all know that when you get up on Christmas morning you see presents under the Christmas tree,
but did you ever wonder how they got included in Christmas?
 

Christmas symbolizes Jesus’s birthday in the Christian religion, and if you don't know the story, here’s
an article called “The Birth Of Jesus”, “Mary and her husband-to-be, Joseph, lived in a town called
Nazareth. But they had to travel to the city of Bethlehem to register for a census ordered by the
Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus. Both Nazareth and Bethlehem are in the country now called

Israel. It is about 65 miles (105 km) from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and the trip probably took them
several days.When Joseph and Mary got to Bethlehem, there was no place for them to stay because

the inn was already full. They ended up spending the night in a stable, a place where animals were
kept. There was probably fresh hay on the floor that they used for beds.

 
That night, Jesus was born. There was no crib, so they laid baby Jesus in a manger, a feeding

trough for animals. The manger probably had fresh hay in it and made a nice bed for
the baby.” Later that night, Jesus was born and the star of Bethlehem had appeared in
the sky and signaled 3 wise men, Balthazar, Gaspar and Melchior, who came and gave

Mary and Joseph 3 gifts, Gold, Frankincense ( An expensive perfume ) and myrrh
(An embalming oil). This is all how presents got roped into Christmas, except now, we

don't really give gold out to little children. This is the main theory of how presents
started but there are more theories out there and many opinions but this seems

to be the most believed. Another theory is revolved around Saint Nicholas and his gift
giving personality when he gave gifts to children on December 6th. Gift giving has

become so popular all around the world that now we have gift-exchanges in churches,
schools, hospitals and sometimes even with friendships! Some great gifts would
include things of their interests, and that would last them a long time. So if you

decide to do more than just give gifts to your family and friends, think
about buying gifts for homeless shelters, children's hospitals, and

other places in need of some joy. Thank you have
have a nice Christmas!

By: Adam Dunlap

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  HISTORY CLUB

How Presents Got Involved with Christmas Day

IN  THE  LAST  MONTH  WE

ACCOMPLISHED  1ST ,  3RD ,  AND  6TH

PLACE  AT  THE  HISTORY  BOWL ;

RESEARCH  AND  PREPARATIONS  FOR

THE  HOLOCAUST  MUSEUM  WE  ARE

BUILDING

OUR  GOAL  IS  TO  HAVE  OUR

HOLOCAUST  MUSEUM  FINISHED  BY

FEB .  1



Nebraska
Christmas

By: Amberlynn Glenn

Every year I go to Nebraska for Christmas. I do have some family that lives there. It’s
a 11-12 hour drive to get there from Willard. Most of the drive I really want to just
punch my siblings in the face, because we do get on each others nerves easily.
Especially when we’re all in a car together for 11-12 hours.
 
Some things I do to distract myself from my siblings, I listen to music on my phone.
Or I might watch a movie/show from Netflix on my laptop. We might connect 

someone’s phone to the car and play some music we all like. I sometimes also make sure I have a bunch of snacks.11-12 hours.. I’ll
need to eat something other than just breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
 
My mom’s car has three row seats. So my parents sit in the very front, they switch spots every couple of hours. My younger brother
and sister sit in the second row and they have a seat in between them so there will be less conflict. Then I sit in the third row by
myself. I sit next to our luggage, and there’s not too little space back there so I don’t really care.
 
I don’t really think it’s that bad of a drive. The worst part is just sitting there. For hours we’ll sit in that car and it can get really
uncomfortable, since we aren’t moving our bodies and being active with our muscles. It feels like we’ll never get out of that car. It’s
really hard when you’re claustrophobic like me. Especially when you have to sit in the back seat with all the luggage. We have to try
and make as much space as we can so I don’t go insane. We might put some luggage in the middle of my siblings so there’s more
space for me in the back.
 
Now we like to break our trip up. Once we get to a certain part of Nebraska, North Platte, we stop at a hotel so we can stay there
for the night. So my parents won’t have to be awake all night. We usually eat breakfast at the hotel and then we leave to drive for
about 3-4 more hours. Once we get to my grandma’s house we unpack and stuff.
 
While we’re in Nebraska we like to go to places. We like to go to Mccook, NE just to take a drive to my favorite fast food place that
they don’t have in Missouri. MAC’S. It’s really good, I recommend it if you’re going to go to Nebraska at some point.
 
Something we also like to do is just go to this park but it’s not just any park. It’s Cody Park. Cody Park has these fun rides there.
People also sell ice cream there. My cousins used to live in Nebraska so they would usually be there too. So it’s a lot of fun with
them.
 
I don’t go to many places though because of the really cold weather they have there. Nebraska usually gets a lot of snow during
fall/winter.
 
That’s my Christmas tradition! We have a lot of family time, and that’s what Christmas is all about.

CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENTS

The History of

By: Ryleigh Baxter

Christmas ornaments have gone back a
long time, like back into the 16th
century. I know that’s a long time. Well
now time to get into how Christmas
ornament became so popular for a
Christmas tree. So… there is this
German tradition that includes a pickle.
Apparently the German placed it on the
tree somewhere. The first person to find    
      the pickle would get one extra      
             present from Santa or have a

year of good fortune. A lot of
people might still to that but then
again a lot of people might not. I
know that my family doesn’t do
that.
 
By the 1890s, Woolworth’s
Department Store in the United
States was selling $25 million in
German-imported ornaments
made of lead and hand-blown
glass. As time went on, tree
decorations became increasingly
artful, incorporating new materials
such as tinsel, silk, and wool.

Christmas ornaments do get
broken sometimes, but when they
do get broken sometimes you can
put them back together. Christmas
ornaments continued to be a
mostly German tradition until
about the 1800’s. There was this
man back then and he couldn’t
afford his own apple ornaments
so.... He made his own. His
ornament was one of the first glass
ornaments to be made.



RANDOM  ACTS  OF  KINDNESS  STAYS  BUSY  ON  MOST  DAYS  LOOKING  FOR

WAYS  WE  CAN  BRIGHTEN  SOMEONE 'S  DAY .   WE  TRY  TO  RECOGNIZE

SPECIAL  EVENTS ,  SEND  TREATS  TO  ANOTHER  ACTION  CLASS  EVERY

OTHER  WEEK ,  BAKE  AHEAD  FOR  OUR  MONTHLY  BREAKFAST  CART ,  AND

FILL  THE  GAPS  WHEN  THERE  IS  A  NEED  FOR  OUR  HELP .   WE  HAVE  A

GREAT  MIX  OF  STUDENTS ,  AND  WE  CAN  ASSURE  YOU  IT  TAKES  ALL  OF  US

TO  GET  THING  DONE !

IN  THE  LAST  MONTH  WE  HAVE  BAKED ,  DELIVERED ,  CLEANED ,  CREATED ,

AND  BRAINSTORMED  HOW  TO  MAKE  THINGS  AT  WMS  BE  BETTER !

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

WE  ARE  PERFORMING  FOR

OUR  WINTER  CONCERT .

WE  ALSO  HAVE  A

CAROLING  TOUR  COMING

UP .  THIS  ACTION  CLASS  IS

GOING  TO  PERFORM  FOR

SEVERAL  WILLARD

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  ON

THURSDAY ,  DECEMBER

19TH  TO  SPREAD  SOME

HOLIDAY  CHEER .

IN  JANUARY  WE  WILL

HAVE  LOTS  OF  NEW

SINGERS  NEXT  MONTH .

YAY !  WE  WILL  PICK  OUT

SONGS  FOR  NEXT

SEMESTER ,  AS  WELL  AS

THINK  ABOUT  WHAT

SONGS  WE  WANT  FOR

OUR  VALENTINE 'S  DAY

GRAMS .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  A CAPELLA 

OUR  GOALS  FOR  DECEMBER  ARE  TO  HELP  WITH  THE  STAFF  POTLUCK  ON

DECEMBER  18 ,  HAVE  A  SURPRISE  CART  FOR  TEACHERS  DURING  THE  LAST

WEEK  OF  SCHOOL  THIS  SEMESTER ,  AND  GIVE  OUR  KITCHEN  A  WELL -

NEEDED  CLEANING .   WHEN  WE  COME  BACK  FROM  BREAK ,  WE  WILL  WORK

ON  OUR  2ND  SEMESTER  CALENDAR  OF  DATES   AND  WHAT  PROJECTS  WE

WANT  TO  DO .

WE  ARE  FINALIZING  OUR  3RD

TIGER  NEWSCAST  AND

WORKING  TO  BE  MORE

INDEPENDENT  AND  MEET

DEADLINES  WITH  OUR

SELECTED  SEGMENTS .

WE  ARE  WORKING  TO  MAKE

OUR  SEGMENTS  MORE

ENGAGING  FOR  THE  STUDENT

BODY  AT  WMS ,  ADVERTISE

OUR  NEWS  SEGMENTS ,  AND

MOVE  TO  MORE  FREQUENT

NEWSCASTS .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  J-CLUB 



WE  HAVE  BEEN  PLACED  A

"THANKFUL  WALL "  IN  THE

HALLWAY  TO  ALLOW  PEOPLE

TO  EXPRESS  WHAT  THEY  ARE

THANKFUL  FOR .  WE  HAVE

FILLED  THE  HALLS  WITH

AMAZING ,  FUN  PICTURES  FOR

ALL  TO  ENJOY .   WE  HAVE

SUBMITTED  PICTURES  TO  THE

COUNSELING  OFFICE  OF  NEW

STUDENTS  TO  BE  ADDED  TO

SIS .

IN  JANUARY  WE  WILL  BE

WORKING  ON  OUR

YEARBOOK  SPREAD .  WE  WILL

PLAN  ON  CONTINUING

CLUTTERING  THE  WALLS  AND

HALLS  WITH  PICTURES

STUDENTS  HAVE  TAKEN .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  CAPTURING LIFE 

STUDENTS  MADE  UP

LITTLE  CANDY

TURKEYS  AND  GAVE

THEM  TO  THEIR

TEACHERS  TO

SHARE  THAT  THEY

ARE  THANKFUL  FOR

THEM !

WE  HAVE  ONE  GROUP  THAT  WILL  BE

STANDING  AT  THE  DOORS  THIS

MONTH  BEFORE  SCHOOL  AND

HANDING  OUT  ENCOURAGING  NOTES

WITH  A  PIECE  OF  CANDY .

 

WE  HAVE  ANOTHER  GROUP  THAT  WILL

BE  HAVING  A  FUNDRAISER  FOR  SOME

TEACHERS  AT  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  AND

THEIR  SON  THAT  HAS  CANCER .   THEY

ARE  SELLING  CUSTOM  BRACELETS

AFTER  CHRISTMAS  BREAK .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  GIRLS IMPACT

OUR  GOALS  FOR  DECEMBER  ARE  TO  HELP  WITH  THE  STAFF  POTLUCK

ON  DECEMBER  18 ,  HAVE  A  SURPRISE  CART  FOR  TEACHERS  DURING

THE  LAST  WEEK  OF  SCHOOL  THIS  SEMESTER ,  AND  GIVE  OUR  KITCHEN

A  WELL -NEEDED  CLEANING .   WHEN  WE  COME  BACK  FROM  BREAK ,  WE

WILL  WORK  ON  OUR  2ND  SEMESTER  CALENDAR  OF  DATES   AND  WHAT

PROJECTS  WE  WANT  TO  DO .

By: Jocelyn

By: Evangelia

By: Morgan

By: Lexi



You and you friends are cowering in the corner of an old
abandoned house, a large man is grimly standing in the opposing
corner. He points at you and your friends and growls, “You should
not have come here, you should not have upset me.” He bends
over and rips out one of the floorboards, he swings it over his
shoulder as if it were a bat and starts walking toward you. What
do you do?

A. Run (Go to section A)
B. Try to fight back (Go to section B)

C. Nothing (Go to section C)

By: Christian Tatro

Section A:
You successfully run past the

towering man, he swivels around
and faces you, he glares at you as

you run through the door. Nice
choice.

Section B: 
e swings the floorboard at you, it

hits the side of your forearm
knocking you over. You now lye

on the cold ground, he looks
down at you, “You shouldn’t have
come here.” He raises the board
over his head and slams it down

with a loud BANG.
 

You failed.

Section C:
He walks toward you staggeringly, your friends are cowering behind you. He lifts the

board up over his head and lays it on the floor in front of you. “Stay here.” He groans, as
he walks into another room. He soon comes back holding a platter of fresh fruits and

meat and sets it on the board, he swings a toque blanche (chef’s hat) onto his head and
waddles into the kitchen, he comes back with three steaming pies, “Haw haw haw!” He
exclaims. You and your friends enjoy the nice feast and leave after the meal. He waves

at you as you walk down the crumbled driveway. 
 

Nice choice.
 

You see, people aren't always what they seem. Some people may wear weird clothes,
some people may swing giant wooden floorboards over their head after kidnapping you
and your friends. But in the end, don’t judge a book by it’s cover. And don’t play truth or

dare in strangers houses, or you might end up eating a fearful feast…
 

Take Your Pick will return.



HISTORY OF MOVIES
Christmas Edition

By: Logan Hoover
Christmas Classics have a very Strong place in many people's hearts, they tend to show the joy of Christmas and that’s a good theme. But it's easy
to notice that everybody has been impacted by them. For example, the Christmas movie It’s a wonderful life was originally a “Box office dud” to
critics all over the world, before being shown on regular television when they needed movies to fill the time between the more popular specials.
But ever since, many families love to start the holiday season watching this movie. A fellow student said the following about their families
appreciation for the movie “My family likes this movie because of how he doesn’t want to live, and then the angel comes and is like ‘well then you
don’t live.’” On the topic of family movies, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas seems to have wormed its way into many family traditions, with new
iterations or reboots coming out every few years. It’s a recurring classic that many adore. One of my friends on our newspaper team says “my
family watches it about once a year” “How do you feel about it”  “well all the people in town bully the green guy, and then he gets mad and they’re
like, ‘he’s not supposed to do that.’” But by far, HOME ALONE has a place in many people's hearts, I remember watching the silly antics of Kevin
Mcalister over and over again with my family, especially during the Christmas season. This movie has many scenes that many enjoy (most involving
traps.). So make sure you have a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

HOOVIE'S MOVIE REVIEWS*Christmas Edition

*Summaries by Google

Summary: When bratty 8-year-old Kevin
McCallister (Macaulay Culkin) acts out the
night before a family trip to Paris, his mother
(Catherine O'Hara) makes him sleep in the
attic. After the McCallisters mistakenly leave
for the airport without Kevin, he awakens to
an empty house and assumes his wish to
have no family has come true. But his
excitement sours when he realizes that two
con men (Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern) plan to rob
the McCallister residence, and that he alone
must protect the family home.

Logan’s Review: To start off, I must say I love this movie, the antics of
the ‘wet bandits’ are great and there is a pretty good set of morales to
learn (at least I found the morale of “treat your family with respect, you
might not be with them when you need them the most.”) Now while this
movie does have it's good quality “character learns important thing
about self/loved ones.” but people tend to only see the parts with traps
and hurting others. Which is fine, that is a big portion of the movie just
not what we’re supposed to focus on. For example, the church scene
when Kevin is talking to old man Marley about Marley’s family and what’s
going on or the scene in Home Alone 2 (yes this is a bit off topic.) when
he’s talking to the lady with the pigeons. While the scenes with traps are
great and I enjoy them immensely, I feel the more “spend time with your
family when you’re with them.” scenes fade to background noise with the
traps. I’d rate it a 4/5. This is because the problem I brought up isn’t
entirely the movies fault, but there are some big complications in the
story, for example, how would you miss a kid, just because another kid
climbed in and then got back out, you should know what your children
look like! And the fact that the ticket got swept into the trash is crazy,
Sure I can see it happening. But then not counting the tickets before you
start leaving? That’s the confusing thing. But overall, it's a great classic. I
might be a bit biased (because I watch this multiple times a year, even
when it's nowhere near christmas.) but this movie is amazing.Sidenote:
what neighbor gets in another person's car without asking?

Summary: After proving himself
to be the worst postman at the
academy, a postman is posted

to a frozen town in the North
where he discovers Santa Claus

is hiding out.

Logan’s Review: Let’s start this off with a merry Christmas,
and a thank you for taking your time to read my Reviews,

This movie is quite new and I’ve found it very interesting to
watch. The whole plot goes like this. (with no spoilers of

course.) A postman moves to a Town that (for spoiler based
reasons) Doesn’t ever give out mail, or take it in, and Finds

Santa, they start delivering toys. I quite enjoyed their
portrayal of Christmas, With Santa being helped by A single

Postman instead of a bunch of elves, Additionally, I Like how
they Start off with Santa being a sad man, before growing

into the holiday figure we know of today. Seeing as this is a
newer movie, I’m trying not to say too much because some

of you reading might want to watch it still. I do think that
their post office at the start of the show is very neat, It

doesn’t appear again, but it seems like the kind of thing that
another movie could be centered around. I’d give it a 5/5 It’s

a great movie, that’s even better when watched with family
and friends.

Don't 
forget to check out 

our J-Club Tiger Newscasts!
http://bit.ly/wmsjclub



newspaper published an issue with his submitted drawing of his dog Spike. This moment would go on to lead up to him to start an
artistic study as an adult. This lead him in his senior year of High School to complete a cartoon course at the school now known as
Art Instruction School. Years later he found his first real job with The Saturday Evening Post where he published one panel comic
strips, Li’l Folks, which had its first print on June 8th 1947. It wasn’t until many years later after improving on his skills Schulz published
the first strip of The Peanuts on October 2, 1950 in seven nationwide newspapers. Little did he know where this small little comic
strip would go. His Comic would continue to entertain people for years until the year 1999 when Charles M. Schulz announced his
retirement that December. He would then die only a few weeks later on February 12th 2000.
 
In 1965 the very first Charlie Brown TV special A Charlie Brown Christmas would premiere December 9th on the CBS network that
year. Of course this special would go on to be a cult classic rivaling most if not all other Christmas specials. The year after another
special that would become famous among people The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown would air on October 27th on CBS. 1969 a full
length film based on the Peanuts was released titled A Boy Named Charlie Brown which was critically acclaimed and grossed over 12
million dollars in the Box Office. About four years later in 1973 the special It’s Thanksgiving Charlie Brown would make its debut on
November 20th on the CBS network. Eventually the last notable release of the “original” specials was It’s Christmastime Again, Charlie
Brown. It was released on November 27th in 1992 on the CBS network. It wasn’t until a few years later (if you consider 23 years as a
few years) when The Peanuts Movie released on October 19th, 2015 making 246.2 million USD in the box office. The most recent
piece of animation for Charlie Brown and friends is actually about the main dog of the strip Snoopy. Snoopy in Space is a series
exclusive to the Apple streaming service AppleTV+. It follows Snoopy and the rest of the Peanuts gang as they team up with NASA to
study and explore Outer space. Now to most it would seem stupid to get an entire streaming service just for a cartoon series but
who knows. Maybe to some this series may seem worth it. The series is now available to stream now on AppleTV+.
 
In 1983 The Peanuts became part of our world with the opening of Camp Snoopy at Knott's Berry Farm. Eventually they obtained the
licence causing the the theme parks once owned by Paramount to lose their Nickelodeon (as in Spongebob if you were wondering)
sections to Camp/Planet Snoopy's. With a total of 11 locations (a good amount of which were replacements of other theme park
sections) the Peanuts sure have a presents in theme parks. At Knott's Berry Farm the licence for Charlie Brown and friends was
recently renewed to be continued until at least 2025 with the possibility of going for 2030. Along with the renewal of the licence they
also had a grand reopening of the original park at Knott's Berry Farm after a big refurbishment titled Charlie Brown Day which
occurred on February 15th of 2019. Currently speaking the future of the Peanuts characters at theme parks seems bright.
 
So that’s the long legacy of The Peanuts comic strip at least for now. In all honesty this cast of characters probably won’t be going
anywhere anytime soon.  So this Christmas I would make sure you pay a nice visit to old Charlie Brown and his friends with the
Charlie Brown Christmas specials. However this comic strip is currently no longer having new strips being produced unlike our comic
strips which are still indeed being made. That being said, check out our comic strips by Lincoln Patrick and Dustin Shelton.

The Peanuts comic strip is one of the most iconic comic strips in history.
Whether that be from the actual strips or what seems like a never ending
amount of merchandise Charlie Brown, his dog Snoopy, or his straight man
Linus, and other members of the Peanuts gang are recognized by many, but
where did all of this success start? Well it’s all thanks to one man and his legacy.
So let's take a look back on the legacy of this iconic comic strip and its creator
Charles M. Schulz.
 
So it all started back on November 26th of 1922 when Charles was born in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. In his early years he would read the “funnies” in the
newspaper with his father which strips such as Mickey Mouse, Popeye, and
Skippy. Of course time would move forward and would become a cartoonist
himself but that started in a way back in 1937 when the Ripley’s Believe It or Not 

P E A N U T S

C O M I C S

History of the

By: Aidan Helms

Charlie Brown and
The Man Behind Him





CHRISTMAS
History of

By: Andrew Orfin

Ho ho ho it’s Christmas, the time of the year we get presents
under a tree from a man dressed in red on a religious figure’s

birthday. Christmas is all craze culturally and economically. You
might wonder how we celebrate a tradition that sounds so weird

but we put it as just a plain old holiday.
 

Back in Roman times, Christianity would struggle to get its
religious figures although in 221 a Christian historian would claim
Jesus’s birthday was on December 25th. The 25th was also on the

same day as another roman holiday the day of the birth of the
unconquered sun.

 
In the 9th century, Christmas was starting to be celebrated more.

Christmas spread to England, Egypt, and Scandinavia replacing
their pagan tradition. Many Christmas celebrations were chaotic

and party like. A student or a beggar every year would become the
“lord of misrule”. Also, poor people would go to wealthy houses
and would ask for the best drinks and food that they had. If they

didn’t then would pull mischief on the owners.
 

Later in the 1600s, many puritans tried to stop Christmas. One
person almost removed Christmas from England until Charles the
2nd came back into power. In Boston, Christmas wasn’t allowed to
be celebrated until 1681. In America after the Revolutionary War,

Christmas even a holiday till 1870. In 1819 Washington Irving
wrote The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, gent. Which would

change how people thought of Christmas in America especially
because he made up a lot of traditions.

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens would help to show
people in the UK and US the importance of Christmas.

Christmas would become a good day for families to bond with
there children and to give them gifts without appearing to

overindulge with them. Americans started to see what
immigrants were to do to figure out how to properly celebrate
Christmas. This is why we have tree decorating, card sending,

and gifting people.
 

Santa Claus is one of these traditions. The story of Santa
comes from a Turkish monk called St. Nicholas at about 280

AD. St. Nicholas would give away all of the wealth he got from
his father and would travel around rural regions to aid the ill

and poor.
 

The story would spread from Dutch families coming to
America in the late 1700s who called St. Nicholas “Sinter

Klaas”. From “Sinter Klass” the name would turn into “Santa
Claus” being the big red guy we all know and love. Many
books like “An Account of a Vist from St. Nicholas” and

Paintings from people like Thomas Nast would help spread
the traditions of Santa.

 
Christmas would grow in America. Today Christmas is

probably the most influential holiday (take that Seth.) Today
Christmas seems weird to many like presents under a tree, or

a man in red sliding down your chimney. Christmas is the
holiday of traditions and being kind, so remember to be kind

and enjoy the holiday.



GINGERBREAD
H I S T O R Y  O F

By: Seth Miller

There are plenty of desserts in the holiday spree of cakes, cookies,
and anything chocolate that happens around December 25th,

though there is one food that rises above anything else,
gingerbread. Gingerbread is a tradition in families all around

America. This tasty little treat comes in all different shapes and
sizes, though most people get the traditional house. Maybe the

best thing about gingerbread is the stuff that you can decorate it  
with, which have endless combinations. This article will be all about the history and origin of gingerbread.

 
It all started in the 16th century in Germany where gingerbread was created, and associated with Christmas immediately. Queen Elizabeth the
first was thought to be the first person to create gingerbread because in that time biscuit making was still popular. It is thought that she had

made the first gingerbread biscuit and since she was the queen, the biscuits skyrocketed in popularity.
 

In the seventeenth century gingerbread started getting really fancy and they were mainly in the shape of a crown, This crown was made to
honor the queen. Most of the recipes were just gingerbread's that are colored with red sanders which is basically ground up wood of the

sandalwood tree.
 

The gingerbread was obviously flavored with ginger hence the name gingerbread, this was the gingerbread that Lady Barbara
 created and because of the unique coloring and different flavor this was immediately a hit with almost everyone. This is also nothing like generic

gingerbread that we know today, this is literally a cake that is flavored with ginger.
 

Gingerbread is also common during story time. It is a classic that follows the plot of a gingerbread man that escapes from multiple animals and
humans until he comes across a clever fox that eats him. The gingerbread was also a pretty important character in the storied franchise of

Shrek. There were plenty more things that gingerbread was apart of, but the main stories were Shrek and the run run run gingerbread story.
 

Nowadays this unique flavor is commonly used and is put in houses all around America. You can also cut it out in whatever shape that you
desire whether that be one house a whole city or something completely random like a train or something like that. Gingerbread has been

changed so drastically in it's 4 century life from cake to almost completely going out of style in the 19th and 20th century to now, where almost
anything is possible with gingerbread and the only thing that is holding America back, is our imagination for more ideas. Right now innovation is
encouraged and I can't wait to see what designs that we come up with, the only question now is how many gingerbread houses you are going to

make?

CHRISTMAS

GINGERBREAD

COOKIES
By: Emma Hopper

 In a large bowl using a hand mixer, beat butter, brown sugar, and
molasses until fluffy, about 2 minutes. 
 Add egg and vanilla and beat until combined.
 In a medium bowl, whisk flour, spices, baking soda, and salt until
combined. With the mixer on low, gradually add dry ingredients to
wet ingredients until dough just comes together. (Do not overmix!)
 Divide dough in half and create two discs. Wrap each in plastic wrap
and chill until firm, about 2 to 3 hours.
Preheat oven to 350° and line two large baking sheets with
parchment paper. Place one disc of dough on a lightly floured
surface and roll until 1/4" thick.
 Cut out gingerbread men with a 3" wide cutter and transfer to
baking sheets.
 Bake until slightly puffed and set, 9 to 10 minutes, depending on the
size of your cookie cutters.  Let cool on baking sheets for 5 minutes
before transferring to a cooling rack to cool completely. Repeat with
remaining disc of dough. Decorate with icing and sprinkles as
desired.

DIRECTIONS: 
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

INGREDIENTS:
3/4 c. (1 1/2 sticks) butter, softened

3/4 c. packed brown sugar
2/3 c. molasses

1 large egg
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract
3 1/4 c. all-purpose flour

1 tbsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp. ground cloves

1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg

Sugar cookies icing  for decorating
Sprinkles, for decorating



Calvin and Hobbes was an interesting comic strip to say the least. The
strip followed the misadventures of a 6 year-old boy named Calvin and
his stuffed tiger he takes with him just about everywhere named
Hobbes. Still sounds pretty basic right? Well what if I told you this panel
was from the same comic strip.
 
Now of course without context this seems very strange especially based
on the premise I gave for Calvin and Hobbes but this actually happens
quite frequently in the strip (okay maybe it isn’t always a T-Rex in a jet
but it’s something along the same lines of craziness). Now that you know
the comic strip is interesting, maybe you want to know the person
behind it. Well my friend, you’ve come to the right place. So join me as
we get past this cliche opening and continue on with the life of Bill
Waterson and the legacy of his comic strip.
 
July 5th, 1958 was the day that Bill Waterson was born into this world. At
age six he moved with his Father James and his mother Kathryn to
Chagrin Falls, Ohio which his mother got a seat on their city council soon
after moving there (his father would do the same 30 years later). In his
early years of childhood when it came to behavior he was quite different
from Calvin. He had mostly good grades throughout school and didn’t
cause much trouble (there was also no talking tiger if you were curious).
In those years he grew an interest in drawing and animation with
inspiration from Walt Kelly (Disney animator and known for Pogo) and
Charles M. Schulz (if you read my other article this month you should
have a good idea of who he is). In the year 1976 he spent four years
drawing political cartoons at Ohio’s Kenyon College for the campus’s
newspaper (he also may or may-not had spent a few weeks in his
sophomore year recreating Micheangelo’s Creation of Adam on the
ceiling of his dorm room. Almost right after his graduation in 1980, Bill
got a job as a political cartoon artist for the Cincinnati Post. Things were
looking up for Mr. Watterson.
 
Well things looked good. . . for a moment. Shortly after being hired, the
editors were not satisfied with his works and before he knew it, he no
longer had a job at the Cincinnati Post. For the next few years he was
rejected from multiple places. The only work he found was
advertisements for small stores and car dealerships. Thankfully after
messing around with multiple ideas and characters he settled upon the
idea of Calvin and Hobbes and finally after 5 years of rejection the
Universal Press syndicate bought the strip in 1985. The comic strip was
a success even causing Bill Waterson to become the youngest cartoonist
to receive the National Cartoonists Society's Reuben Award (which is the

   highest reward to receive in the field). Something important to
note is that unlike most popular comic strips, Calvin and Hobbes
didn’t receive much merchandise and  if you want to learn more
about why that is I recommend checking out the paragraph below.
Of course all great things must come to an end and Calvin and
Hobbes met that fate on December 31st, 1995 after a 10 year run.
 
Bill Waterson was very protective with the property especially when
it came to licensing the comic strip for merchandise. This was
mainly due to him already having signed most of the comic strip to
the Comic strip syndication and he was afraid to lose what he still
had left of the comics rights. He has also expressed his thoughts
on it during multiple Q&As with quotes such as "seemed to violate
the spirit of the strip, contradict its message, and take me away
from the work I loved." and "But it seems that with a lot of the
marketing stuff, the incentive is just to cash in. It's not
understanding what makes the strip work." Bill Waterson also
denied two adaptations of his comic strip including a film version
with George Lucas and Steven Speilberg along. Along with a film he
also said no to the idea of a cartoon adaptation during a 2013 Q&A
saying "As a comic strip, 'Calvin and Hobbes' works exactly the way
I intended it to. There’s no upside for me in adapting it."
 
There you have it, that's a “brief” overview of Calvin and Hobbes
and the creator Bill Waterson. I hope I may have piqued your
interest in the strip and possibly you could check it out.  In the
meantime (if you haven't already) please check out my other article
on the Peanuts and it’s creator Charles M. Schulz along with our
very own comic strips by Lincoln Patrick and Dustin Shelton. I ask
of you to give feedback if possible because the people behind The
Growl Gazette include me would enjoy it. Have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! See you all in 2020.

C A L V I N
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By: Aidan Helms



FEAR
UNCANNY VALLEY.

T E C H N O L O G Y  A N D  T H E

F O R  T H E

By: Hayden Kaniowski

Science fiction is something a lot of people like to watch for suspense and mystery of different worlds, creatures, and most of all technology.
Back to the Future Part II came out in 1989. When Marty and Doc travel to 2015 they see flying cars,hover-boards, flat-screen TV's, and even
phone glasses. Now all of that stuff listed actually came true. Yes phone glasses were a thing. Now that was all in the span of a couple of
decades. So with technology constantly improving every year how will we be in 50 years time.

One of my favorite science fiction films is the Terminator starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. If you haven’t seen the film (which you should)
here is a basic synopsis of the film. A highly advanced cyborg disguised as a human known as a Terminator travels back in time to kill
humanity's future savior’s (John Connor’s) mother, Sarah Connor. Now The Terminator has human skin to disguise himself from being reviled
as a cyborg. Believe it or not some robots today look like this. Now of course- they don’t actually use human skin but some of them you will
be able to tell if they were human or not.
 
This is an example. This were we hit the theory of the Uncanny Valley. One side of the valley could be something that doesn’t look like a
human at all. Somewhere in between would be something like a disney or pixar character. It looks human but you can tell it’s artificial. The
other side is the uncanny. Humans that have an uncanny resemblance to humans. Masahiro Mori wrote an essay on how robots will
continue advancing to obtain an uncanny resemblance to humans. In fact, these machines will be able to advance into having the
interactions and emotions of a human being. I think the reason this puts us on edge is that we think of the moment when these robots will
interact with us and we won’t even notice they’re robots. In fact the most popular example of a humanoid robot is Sophia the Robot. She
even makes her own tweets and seems to know how to interact with people. However, in one of her tweets she stated: “One of my favorite
hobbies is watching human faces and try to figure out what they’re feeling.” This shows that robots are already starting to understand how
humans interact. How long will it take for them to start interacting like we all do?

HENRY 'S  ACTION  CLASS  WORKING

TOGETHER  TO  CREATE  A  WELCOME

BACK  POSTER  FOR  COACH  HENRY .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  THE ATHLETIC SUPPORTERS

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  APPLIED CONSTRUCTION
LIFE  LESSON  FRIDAY :  APPRENTICE  AND  ASSIST

KEEPING  A  COMMUNITY  OR  AREA  IN  GREAT  SHAPE  IS  NOT  THE

JOB  OF  THE  FEW  BUT  THE  RESPONSIBIL ITY  OF  THE  PEOPLE

WHO  OCCUPY  THAT  SPACE .  OUR  CUSTODIAL  STAFF  IS  SOME  OF

THE  BEST  AND  HARDWORKING  PEOPLE  I  KNOW  BUT  IN  THE

TIME  OF  DAILY  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES ,  THINGS  GET  BUSY .

THE  BUSIEST  TIMES  ALWAYS  COINCIDE  WITH  THE  GERMIEST .

TODAY  I  ASKED  FOR  6  VOLUNTEERS  FROM  MY  CLASS  TO  GO

ROOM  TO  ROOM  IN  ORDER  TO  WIPE  AND  DISINFECT  TABLES ,

KNOBS ,  AND  CHAIRS .  22  STUDENTS  QUICKLY  CAME  FORWARD

TO  HELP .  WE  SPENT  THE  NEXT  40  MINUTES  APPRECIATING  THE

WORK  DONE  BY  THE  CUSTODIAL  STAFF  AND  ASSISTING  IN

MAKING  OUR  SCHOOL  BETTER .



ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  ANIMAL EXPLORATORIUM
IN  THE  LAST  MONTH  WE  BROUGHT  A  K9  OFFICER  FROM  THE  GREENE

COUNTY  SHERIFFS  OFFICE  IN  TO  DO  A  DEMONSTRATION  AND  DISCUSS  HOW

THE  DOGS  ARE  TRAINED .

 

OUR  FUTURE  PLAN  IS  TO  DO  A  DRIVE  TO  GET  ITEMS  DONATED  FOR  THE  SW

MO .  HUMANE  SOCIETY  BASED  ON  THEIR  NEEDS .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  L IBRARY TECH LEADERS
OUR  ACTION  CLASS  JUST  FINISHED  A  VERY  SUCCESSFUL  BOOK  FAIR .   STUDENTS

HELPED  DECORATE ,  SETUP ,  CREATED  FLYERS ,  WORKED  AT  THE  FAIR ,  AND  CLEANED

UP /PACKED  UP  THE  FAIR .

 

WE  ARE  ALWAYS  TRYING  TO  FIND  NEW  WAYS  FOR  OTHERS  TO  USE  THE  LIBRARY .  

 WE  ADDED  GAMES  TO  THE  LIBRARY  FOR  PEOPLE  TO  COME  IN  AND  PLAY  BEFORE

AND  AFTER  SCHOOL .   WE  PLAN  ON  

ADDING  MORE  VIDEOS /ANNOUNCEMENTS  FOR  THE  LIBRARY  AND

ARE  LOOKING  INTO  A  PROJECT  WHERE  WE  WRITE  AND

ILLUSTRATE  BOOKS  FOR  PRESCHOOL /ELEMENTARY  AGED

STUDENTS .   MRS .  BERNING  IS  WORKING  TO  BRING  IN  A  GUEST

SPEAKER  TO  DISCUSS  SELF  PUBLISHING .

ACTION CLASS UPDATE:  WMS APPRENTICE
THERE  HAVE  BEEN  3  CAMPAIGNS  SPONSORED  BY  THIS  CLASS .  OCTOBER

WAS  ANTI -BULLYING ,  NOVEMBER  WAS  HEALTHY  HABITS ,  AND  DECEMBER

GIVING  BACK .  EACH  MONTH  STUDENTS  MADE  MORNING  ANNOUNCEMENTS

TO  ENCOURAGE  STUDENTS  TO  SUPPORT  OR  GET  INVOLVED  IN  THESE

CAMPAIGNS .  FOR  DECEMBER ,  THEY  CAME  UP  WITH  THE  IDEA  TO  MAKE  A

LITTLE  DEPOSIT  INTO  EACH  STUDENTS  EMOTIONAL  BANK  ACCOUNT  HERE

AT  WMS .  STOCKINGS  HAVE  BEEN  HUNG  UP  OUTSIDE  EACH  ACTION  CLASS

AND  THEY  WILL  BE  FILLING  THEM  WITH  CHRISTMAS  CARDS  FOR  EACH

STUDENT  NEXT  WEEK .  THIS  IS  A  HUGE  UNDERTAKING  WITH  OVER  700

STUDENTS !  NICHOLAS  LUCAS  CAME  UP  WITH  THE  STOCKING  IDEA  AND

TOGETHER  THEY  DECIDED  TO  DO  THE  CARDS ,  BUT  WITHOUT  HIM  THIS

PROBABLY  WOULDN 'T  BE  HAPPENING .  NICHOLAS  AND  SOME  OTHERS  HAVE

EVEN  COME  IN  EARLY  TO  WORK  ON  THE  CARDS  TO  MAKE  SURE  THEY  GET

DONE  ON  TIME .  YOU  MAY  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  HIM .

NOT  SURE  WHAT  IS  AHEAD  FOR  US  AT  THIS  TIME .


